worldly folk, especially in the counselling of souls.
Now comes the sin of those that sow discord
amongst folk, which is a sin that Christ utterly hates;
and no wonder. For He died to establish concord on
earth. And more shame do they do to Christ than did
those that crucified Him; for God loves better that
friendliness be among men than He loved His own
body, the which He gave for the sake of unity. There-
fore they are like the Devil, who ever goes about to
make discord.
Now comes the sin of the double-tongued; such as
speak fairly before folk, and wickedly behind; or
they make a semblance of speaking with good inten-
tion, or in jest and play, and yet they speak with
evil intention.
Now comes betraying of confidence, whereby a
man is defamed: truly, the damage so done may
scarcely be repaired.
Now comes menacing, which is an open folly; for
he that often menaces, he often threatens more than
he can perform.
Now come idle words, which sin is without profit
to him that speaks and also to him that listens. Or
else idle words are those that are needless, or without
an aim toward any profit. And although idle words
are at times but a venial sin, yet men should distrust
them; for we shall have to account for them before
God.
Now comes chattering, which cannot occur with-
out sin. And, as Solomon says, "It is a sin of manifest
folly/' And therefore a philosopher said, when men
asked him how to please the people: "Do many good
deeds and chatter but little/'
After this comes the sin of jesters, who are the
DeviFs apes. For they make folk laugh at their buf-
foonery, as they do at the pranks of an ape. Such
clownings were forbidden by Saint Paul Behold how
virtuous and holy words give comfort to those that
labour in the service of Christ; just $o the sinful
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